LAURA PLATA
224.210.8881 | laura.plata@yale.edu

EDUCATION

YALE LAW SCHOOL, New Haven, CT

J.D., expected June 2026

Activities: Research Assistant, Prof. Cristina Rodriguez
Outlaws — Co-President
Yale Immigrant Justice Project — Board Member

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, Oxford, United Kingdom,
M.Sc. in Political Theory Research, Aug 2023

M.Sc. in Refugee and Forced Migration Studies, July 2021
Awards: 2020 Rhodes Scholarship

YALE UNIVERSITY, New Haven, CT

B.A. in Ethics, Politics, and Economics; Certificate in Multidisciplinary Academic Program in Human
Rights, May 2019

Activities: Yale Refugee Project — Vice-President

EXPERIENCE

Environmental Justice Law and Advocacy Clinic, New Haven, CT Aug 2025—Dec 2025
Represented residents in environmental justice community fighting expansion of nearby data center;
delivered oral argument before state agency to successfully defeat motion to expedite appeal; drafted and
submitted motions in furtherance of appeal.

ACLU Immigrants’ Rights Project, San Francisco, CA May 2025—Aug 2025
Conducted research using 18" century historical sources to support litigation against the federal
government’s use of the Alien Enemies Act; engaged in legislative history research to support case
development efforts; cite-checked legal documents submitted as part of ongoing litigation.

Worker and Immigrant Rights Advocacy Clinic, New Haven, CT Jan 2024—May 2025
Filed federal lawsuit on behalf of H-2A workers from Mexico alleging forced labor violations and wage-
theft among other claims. Conducted research in support of complaint drafting and for a local union
representing hospitality workers.

Blue Ocean Law, Guam, United States Aug 2024
Drafted submission addressed to the U.N. Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples

regarding ongoing human rights violations of the indigenous Chamorro people under U.S. militarization.
Supported written submission to the International Court of Justice.

Our Children’s Trust, New York, NY May 2024—July 2024
Wrote legal memorandum to develop OCT’s legal strategy as it relates to impact climate change litigation,
developed facts section for complaint drafting, summarized cases, and transcribed hearings.

The Center for Gender and Refugee Studies, London, United Kingdom April 2023—Aug 2023
Researched Inter-American refugee and human rights law towards the end of helping develop a claim for
international protection for people fleeing in the context of climate change and natural disasters. Wrote
memo on international climate litigation to prepare an amicus brief for the IACtHR.

Institute for Women in Migration, Mexico City, Mexico Sept 2019—Aug 2020
Tracked the number of migrant kidnappings through news outlets to demonstrate the dangers migrants face
under the Migration Protection Protocol and to urge the Mexican government to increase protections for
migrants.
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